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Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson speaks during his first remote news conference on the coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) outbreak, in London, March 25, 2020. [Photo/Agencies]Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been moved
to intensive care in hospital after his coronavirus symptoms "worsened", Downing Street has said.
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Mr Johnson has asked Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab to deputise "where necessary", the spokesman added.
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The prime minister, 55, was admitted to hospital in London with "persistent symptoms" on Sunday evening.
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The Queen has been kept informed about Mr Johnson's health by No 10, according to Buckingham Palace.
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BBC political correspondent Chris Mason said the prime minister was given oxygen late on Monday afternoon,
before being taken to intensive care.

However, he has not been put on a ventilator.
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A No 10 statement read: "The prime minister has been under the care of doctors at St Thomas' Hospital, in
London, after being admitted with persistent symptoms of coronavirus.
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"Over the course of [Monday] afternoon, the condition of the prime minister has worsened and, on the advice of his
medical team, he has been moved to the intensive care unit at the hospital."
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It continued: "The PM is receiving excellent care, and thanks all NHS staff for their hard work and dedication."
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Police officers outside of the St Thomas' Hospital after British Prime Minister Boris Johnson was moved to intensive
care after his coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms worsened and has asked Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab to
deputise. London, Britain, April 6, 2020. [Photo/Agencies]Mr Raab - who will later chair the government's-daily
Covid-19 meeting - said there was an "incredibly strong team spirit" behind the prime minister.
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He added that he and his colleagues were making sure they implemented plans Mr Johnson had instructed them to
deliver "as soon as possible".
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He described Mr Johnson as "a very good friend of mine and a friend to our nation" who is "strong" and "doesn't
give up".

Mr Johnson was initially taken to hospital for routine tests after testing positive for coronavirus 10 days ago. His
symptoms included a high temperature and a cough.

Earlier on Monday, he tweeted that he was in "good spirits".
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We've been told he is still conscious, but his condition has worsened over the course of the afternoon.
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And he has been moved to intensive care as a precaution in case he needs ventilation to get through this iliness.
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Last month, the prime minister's spokesman said if Mr Johnson was unwell and unable to work, Mr Raab, as the
first secretary of state, would stand in.
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Mr Johnson's predecessor, Theresa May, and former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn both said their thoughts were
with him.
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The Taoiseach (Irish Prime Minister) Leo Varadkar wished Mr Johnson "a rapid return to health", and French
President Emmanuel Macron said he hoped he "overcomes this ordeal quickly."
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During the government's daily coronavirus briefing earlier on Monday, Mr Raab stressed that the prime minister
had been continuing to run the government from hospital.
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Asked whether that was appropriate, Mr Raab said Mr Johnson would "take the medical advice that he gets from
his doctor".

Health Secretary Matt Hancock, who also tested positive for the virus and spent time in self-isolation, offered "all
possible best wishes to Boris Johnson and his loved ones".

"l know he will receive the best possible care from our amazing NHS," he tweeted.
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A team of scientists question the impact closing schools has on limiting the spread of coronavirus
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Thousands of people are missed off the government's high risk list for Covid-19 despite meeting the criteria
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Experts warn against over-interpreting daily figures of people dying with coronavirus amid reporting delays
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